[Main indications of cardiac surgery and interventional catheterisation in pediatric cardiac diseases].
Although prospective randomized studies about congenital heart diseases in children are virtually non existent, partly due to methodological difficulties related to the scarcity and the heterogeneity of patients with these rare diseases, general agreement has been reached concerning the indications for treating, and thus approaches to the management of most congenital heart diseases do not differ significantly between centres. Advances in surgical techniques are tremendous, allowing repair of complex diseases in younger and younger children with constantly improving survival. However, long-term follow-up of these seemingly cured survivors of heart surgery within infancy is a crucial point.